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  Changes in select agent rules concern public health labs




      
            (CIDRAP News) – The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) has revised its list of potentially dangerous biological agents and toxins and the regulations covering them, and some of the changes have public health laboratories concerned.
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  BioShield report shows growth in biodefense stockpile




      
            (CIDRAP News) – The recently released annual report for the federal Project BioShield program gives a snapshot of the US arsenal for blunting bioterrorist attacks, showing growth in the supplies of certain countermeasures for anthrax, botulism, and smallpox.
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  NEWS SCAN: Rinderpest virus destruction, H5N1 in Vietnam, polio vaccine worker killed
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  NEWS SCAN: Babesiosis mapping, Salmonella update, cholera in Cuba, MRSA infections, smallpox vaccine indications
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  HHS updates medical countermeasures strategy




      
            (CIDRAP News) – The US Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) recently updated its strategy for developing and acquiring countermeasures against threats such as bioterror attacks and pandemic flu, a document that spells out the federal game plan for the next 5 years.
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  NEWS SCAN: Smallpox vaccine extension, SARS vaccine grant, flu in bird handlers, tempeh outbreak grows, hantavirus surge, healthcare infections
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  Cowpox infection in US lab worker called a first




      
            (CIDRAP News) – A US laboratory worker contracted a painful, slow-healing cowpox virus infection on the job in 2010, marking the first such case reported in the United States, though the virus, a relative of smallpox, is known in Europe and Russia, according to a study published yesterday.
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  Experts debate aspects of H5N1 transmission studies




      
            (CIDRAP News) – More experts weighed in recently on various aspects of yet-unpublished H5N1 avian influenza transmissibility studies that have raised concerns about the risk of an intentional or accidental release of the mutant pathogens, as well as worries about scientific censorship.
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  NEWS SCAN: Contact vaccinia cases, cholera decline in Haiti
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