State of Ohio

Public Information Officer / Joint Information Center

Pandemic Influenza Functional Exercise
Story Arcs
	Day
	Event Arc 1 
E. coli O157:H7
	Event Arc 2 
Avian flu in birds
	Event Arc 3 
Avian flu in human

	Thursday before Easter
	In early April, the Thursday before Easter, Mrs. Fredrick’s first-grade class visits the Rolling Ridge Ranch and Animal Park in Millersburg, in Holmes County. There, the children from her class and other field-trip groups enjoy the horse-drawn wagon tour and the petting zoo. The ducklings, chicks, calves and bunnies are the favorite attractions. Young children and adults alike enjoy the unseasonably warm weather with highs in the upper 70s. A cold front in the coming days is expected to cool the temperature significantly.
	
	

	Friday to Sunday
	
	
	

	Monday
	On the Monday after Easter, some of the children who were on the field trip begin to show signs of illness, including diarrhea. One mother takes her child to the family doctor and is told if the child isn’t better the next day, to go to the hospital and call the doctor. 


	On the Monday after Easter, a sheriff’s deputy patrolling in a rural area of Holmes County finds several large geese lying dead near a pond. The deputy notifies headquarters and a call is placed to the Ohio Department of Natural Resources who later sends a wildlife officer to investigate.

The ODNR wildlife officer notifies her supervisor and the Ohio Department of Agriculture (ODA). On their recommendation, the officer, using gloves, collects four of the birds and transports them to the Animal Disease Diagnostic Laboratory in Reynoldsburg.
	On this same day, Joshua Miller, an Amish farmer in Knox County, sees about a dozen geese dead on his property. The birds’ carcasses are spread over a relatively large area and it takes Miller about 45 minutes to gather the birds by hand, pile them and set the birds on fire. 

	Tuesday
	Three children and their parents arrive at the Pomerene Hospital in Millersburg early in the day. The children suffer from diarrhea and abdominal cramping. Specimens are taken to the hospital lab for tests. 
	Another lab, the Animal Disease Diagnostic Laboratory at the Ohio Department of Agriculture (ODA) completes routine surveillance testing for Exotic Newcastle Disease and Avian Influenza on samples from dead waterfowl brought in the previous day from a rural area in Holmes County.
	


	Wednesday
	Preliminary results from hospital lab tests are completed and forwarded to the Holmes County Health Department and the parents of the sick children. Tests show positive for E. coli O157:H7.
	The samples from the ODA lab were forwarded yesterday to the National Veterinary Services Laboratory (NVSL) in Ames, Iowa for confirmation.   NVSL is nearly complete with its testing at the end of the business day.
	Miller falls ill at home.

	Thursday
	
	On his arrival to the office Thursday morning, the state veterinarian, Dr. Forshey of ODA receives information from USDA that the Holmes County waterfowl have been confirmed by NVSL to be infected with Asian strain, highly pathogenic H5N1. The USDA lab in Iowa will issue a statement at 10 a.m.  Dr.  Forshey immediately notifies Director Dailey of ODA. By 8:30 a.m., the information has been routed to the governor’s office and directors Morckel, Dragani and Baird of Public Safety, Ohio EMA and Health.

In a conference call between the agency directors and Jon Allison, chief of staff for the governor, the decision is made to hold a news conference at 11 a.m. The agency directors notify their respective public affairs offices of the decision. 
	Miller collapses with high fever; his wife calls for doctor who recommends treatment at Pomerene Hospital Emergency. Miller is admitted and is treated for fever, dehydration and typical flu symptoms. He is not immediately isolated.
Various tests are conducted among them a “rapid test.” The test is negative.

Additional samples are sent to a lab for culture. 

The lab receives the samples and begins culturing late Thursday. 

	Friday morning
	
	
	Miller continues to be hospitalized and shows signs of weakening. His wife remains at his bedside and some family have visited him.
Tests results on samples taken yesterday will not be available until late today.

	Friday late afternoon
	
	
	Test results on Miller’s samples indicate adenovirus.





Items in bold italics are not known by the participants at the beginning of the exercise
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