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Magnificent Menagerie Encourages Children to Get a Shot 
Norfolk Department of Public Health and Virginia Zoo partner to hold H1N1 vaccination clinic 
at the Zoo for Norfolk preschoolers.
Who:
The Norfolk Department of Public Health and Virginia Zoo have formed an unprecedented partnership to administer vaccinations to preschool aged children and their adult providers from daycare centers based in the City of Norfolk.
What:
Eligible daycare students and providers will receive free admission to the Virginia Zoo in order to participate in a free H1N1 vaccination clinic provided by the Norfolk Department of Public Health. 

When:
Wednesday, December 16 from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Where:
The clinic will be held in the Zoo Education Classroom on the first floor of the Administration Building. The Zoo is located at 3500 Granby Street in Norfolk.
Why:
The Norfolk Department of Public Health has been holding vaccination clinics in public and private schools across the city throughout the fall. The goal is to protect the city’s children from the highly contagious H1N1 flu virus, also known as the swine flu. However, there are so many daycares in the city, that the department is not able to hold clinics at each location. Concerned that the City’s smallest citizens were not protected, the Department of Public Health contacted the Zoo to explore the idea of holding a centralized clinic there. 

How:
In order to receive free admission and the free vaccination, children and their daycare providers, parents or guardians must have an invitation from the Norfolk Department of Health. The Norfolk Department of Public Health staff will set up the clinic and administer the vaccinations. The Department is expecting to administer up to 2,000 vaccinations.
More:
“Holding a clinic in this location will help to dramatically reduce children’s anxiety about the swine flu shot or nasal spray,” Dwayne Merritt, health promotion manager for the City’s Department of Public Health. “The Zoo is a magical location, and children will be able to enjoy visiting an amazing menagerie of animals – not the typical clinic experience!”


“Zoo staff members make sure that our animals have the vaccinations and medical care necessary to keep them healthy, “adds Zoo executive director Greg Bockheim. “We’re certain our giraffe, lions, elephants and monkeys would encourage the city’s families to protect themselves, too!  We were delighted that the Department of Public Health asked to partner with us. The welfare of this region’s children is very important to the Virginia Zoo, and this is a vital initiative to reach out to the youngest children.”

###

As an accredited Association of Zoos and Aquariums (AZA) facility, the Virginia Zoo exhibits over 350 animals, beautifully manicured grounds and offers a fun-filled day for all. For more than a century, the Virginia Zoo has demonstrated a commitment to wildlife, conservation and education.  Open daily from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. and located at 3500 Granby Street in Norfolk.  Daily admission prices are $7.00 for adults, $6.00 for seniors (age 62 and over), and $5.00 for children ages 2-11.  Visit www.virginiazoo.org or call (757) 441-2374 for more information.

The mission of the Norfolk Department of Public Health is to protect the health and environment of Norfolk through surveillance, service, and enforcement, and through building the capacity of citizens, individually and through neighborhoods, businesses, and organizations, to protect themselves. 

