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• Ebola virus disease  
− West Africa epidemic update 
− Interim Assessment Panel on WHO Ebola response 
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• Middle East respiratory syndrome coronavirus infection 

(MERS-CoV) 
− Republic of Korea 
− Arabian peninsula  

• Other infectious disease issues 
• CDC Yellow Book  
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K E Y  F I N D I N G S  
Ebola Interim Assessment Panel 
 

• WHO ‘failed to engage proactively with high-
level media and was unable to gain command 
over the narrative of the outbreak.’ 
 

• WHO lacks capacity & organization culture for 
effective response 
 

• Main role should be coordination, but at times 
may need to be front-line responders 
 

• Create a Center for Emergency Preparedness 
and Response  
 

• Coordinate better with humanitarian relief 
 

• Member states should donate $100 million 
 

• WHO’s role in vaccine development 

Independent panel 
made 85 observations 
& 21 recommendations 



“. . . we went from global indifference, to global fear, 

to global response and now to global fatigue. We must 

finish the job.” 
Joanne Liu, President, MSF International 



• Ebola virus disease  
− West Africa epidemic update 
− Interim Assessment Panel on WHO Ebola response 

• Avian influenza in US 
− H5N2 in poultry 

• Avian influenza elsewhere 
• Cyclosporasis in Texas 
• Middle East respiratory syndrome coronavirus infection 

(MERS-CoV) 
− Republic of Korea 
− Arabian peninsula  

• Other infectious disease issues 
• CDC Yellow Book  





H5N2 Avian Influenza 
• $1.75 billion – direct loss 
• Role of wild birds in virus 

transmission remains 
unclear 

• Will it return in the fall? 
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Epidemiological curve of avian influenza A(H5N1) cases in 
humans by reporting country and month of onset  



Epidemiological curve of avian influenza A(H7N9) cases in 
humans by week of onset  
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The MERS Transmission Model 
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Travel: ‘Yellow Book’ 



Questions, Comments and Discussion  
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Thank you for attending! 
 

 

Center for Infectious Disease Research and Policy 
University of Minnesota 
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